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Please be advised 
that all church 

events listed are 
subject to change or 

cancellation. 

I remember when 9-11 happened. It was a Tuesday morning and I was at Big Boy 

restaurant with a table full of pastors. None of us knew anything about what had 

happened. As I drove home, I began to hear the news of the tragedy. It was 

shocking.  I knew what my response would be, and I followed through. I                         

immediately opened the church up and allowed prayer time to happen                 

throughout the entire week. I knew that God’s people would want to be in 

church praying. That Sunday morning, I had the highest attendance in worship 

that I ever had at that church. When that tragedy happened, people flocked to 

the church for comfort and hope and reassurance. We found it within the walls 

of our churches.  

I remember this today because of our current emergency over the coronavirus. It 

is a major threat to the health of many people, and we are  doing our best to 

combat its spread. In my thirty years of ministry I have never responded to a 

community need by closing our doors and locking them tight. Maybe that is why 

it is such a frustrating situation. Those things that bring us reassurance and hope 

are now closed off from the public. As a pastor I want to offer hope and strength 

to my flock. I want you to know that I am praying for you. Not just as a group but 

name by name. On Sunday March 15th from 8 until 11:30 I walked around in our 

church with the address directory and prayed for every single one of you. I know 

your needs and I know you wanted to be in that church that day but were not 

allowed. I hope you felt the church come to you on that day.  

Our ultimate trust is not in our money, not in our groceries, not in our                 

buildings. Our trust is in the Lord God, who made the heavens and the earth. 

Find God on a daily basis in the newly blooming flowers, in the sunrise and     

sunset, in the clear blue skies and the spring rains. Find God in the outside     

sanctuaries and look forward to the day when we will gather again in these   

wonderful areas we call church. I miss all of you and look forward to hearing you 

sing once again.  

“I lift my eyes to the hills-where does my help come from? My help comes from 

the Lord, the maker of heaven and earth…the Lord will watch over your coming 

and going both now and forevermore.”  Ps 121   

Bell Ringer 
Howell First United Methodist Church 

Dear Church Family, 

Many things are rapidly changing in 
our nation and state due to the spread 
of the Covid-19 virus.  To  assist with 
social distancing, the  Heritage District 
pastors are being asked to suspend in 
person hospital visits which includes 
pre-surgery  visits with the individual 
as well as visits with family members.   

Rev. Lewis will be reaching out via 
phone to pray with the individuals  
prior to the surgery or treatments.  He 
will also reach the family members for 
prayers in this same manner. 

The conference continues to have                 
announcements and updates as to                
policies we need to implement. These 
announcements are available at                      
michiganumc.org. 

Thank you for your understanding. 

Blessings, 

Sherry Baker 

SPRC Chair 

Howell FUMC 





Changes to the 
Bell Ringer! 

To improve is to change; to be perfect is to 

change often. Winston Churchill.  

 There are changes coming to the Bell Ringer after this summer.  After nearly two years of trying to 
keep the numbers high enough to mail a monthly newsletter under Bulk Mail rates, it has become too costly to 
continue. After a discussion during the March staff meeting, the following was decided as a reasonable 
compromise. 
 The Bell Ringer will continue to be produced monthly, the exception being that the summer months 
(June, July, and August) will only have one edition.  The Bell Ringer will no longer be sent via postal mail 
after the summer edition. 
 Beginning in September, the newsletter will be available on our website, sent directly via email or a 
printed copy may be picked up in the Church in Action area.  
 The deadline for submission to the newsletter will remain as the 15th of every month.  The summer 
edition deadline is May 15th.  

New To Our Family 
quis nostrud exerci tation ullamcorper. Et iusto odio dignissim 

qui blan dit praesent luptatum zzril del enit augue duis dolore te 

feugait nulla facilisi. Lor em ipsum dolor sit amet, plurius wisi 

consectetuer te adipiscing elit, sed diam erat nonummy nibh euis 

mod erat tincidunt ut laoreet dolore wisi magna aliquam erat 

volutpat.  Lorem ipsum dolor  sit amet, wisi cons ectetuer delenit 

augue duis dolore te. Lor em ipsum dolor sit amet, plurius wisi 

consectetuer te adipiscing elit, sed diam erat nonummy nibh euis 

mod erat tincidunt ut laoreet dolore wisi magna aliquam erat 

volutpat.  Lorem ipsum dolor  sit amet, wisi cons ectetuer delenit 

augue duis dolore te. 

Membership Update 
 
Membership letters will be mailed to those who have not been in regular attendance over 

the last two years or more. Letters are scheduled to be mailed mid to late April. Current 

members may have family members who do not live in the area. They may be contacted 

to see if they wish to transfer to a church closer to their home or remain members at 

FUMC. This will allow us to have a good standing membership and constituent list prior 

to the new pastor’s arrival. This will make it easier for him to get to know us.  





Adult Mission Trip 
No special skills required to serve the 
Lord in Southeast Kentucky. 

Have you ever thought about doing mission work?  
Maybe you don’t like the thought of going outside the 
country or feel like you don’t have the necessary skills 
to make a contribution. 
 
This year’s adult mission trip is scheduled for the week 
of October 4, 2020.  A number of your fellow Christians 
have taken this trip in the past.  This will be the ninth 
year that our church is sending a contingent to serve the 
people of Appalachia. 
 
We will again be heading to Henderson Settlement and 
we are looking for other Christians who want to serve 
the Lord by helping those in the depressed area of 
Southeast Kentucky.  AND GET THIS, YOU DON’T 
HAVE TO HAVE ANY SPECIAL SKILLS AND 
WILL NOT BE LEAVING THE COUNTRY. 
 
In February 1925, Reverend Hiram Frakes observed a 
murder hearing in the county courthouse presided over 
by one of the members of his church.  The judge hearing 
the matter was faced with yet another case from a 
notorious section of the county aided by its own kind of 
law of fear and violence.  Witnesses refused to place the 
blame for certain killings. 
 
Moved by this incident, Rev. Frakes decided to shift his 
ministry toward this section of the county.  He began 
with a school built in 1927.  Shortly after that 
dormitories were added for orphans and students who 
lived too far away to walk.  The students would do 
laundry, milk cows and tend gardens to help keep the 
school going.  Soon after, the community bonded 
together to build up Henderson Settlement, 
counteracting the area’s reputation for moonshining and 
feuding. 
 
A church, farm, gristmill and sawmill were all built.  A 
nurse and doctor came to the settlement in the 1940s.  
Following World War II, enrollment at Henderson 
Settlement mushroomed.  The state licensed the facility 
as a child care center.  A craft store and thrift shop were 
added and then a work camp program for youth and 
adults. 
 
In the late 60s and 70s the federal government became a 
partner and a social worker was added to the staff.  A 
Health Clinic and volunteer Fire Department were 
established.  Since the 80s a library has been added, 
staff began raising feeder pigs and put an early 
childhood development program in place.  Outreach 
services, tutoring, adult education and a senior citizen 
center were all added. 
 
Our mission team will spend about six or seven days 
working on various projects.  The projects will either be 
in the community or on campus at Henderson 
Settlement.  If you are interested in attending or need 
further information please contact Lance Schuhmacher, 
Nancy Milner or Jeff Carl. 

Reconnection 
Stephen Ministry 

 I am enjoying the sun filled state of 
Florida.  During our travels south, we took the 
time to stop in South Carolina to reconnect with 
one of my classmates. I was also able reconnect 
with another classmate who happens to be 
spending time in Florida near us. While with her, 
we called yet another classmate to arrange for a 
get together later this month.  It is a blessing to 
reconnect and remember days of the past; to 
reminisce about the wonderful times 
together.  Although so much time had passed, we 
picked up right where we left off; like time had 
not changed our friendship at all. Despite 
knowing our past fears, failures, and mistakes, 
we still care for each other.  We all went to 
church together, attended Sunday School and 
youth groups. We sang together in the church 
choirs and went on mission trips together. In our 
reconnection over 50 years later, we still all have 
our deep belief in God. 
 
     Have you found times in your life when your 
friend, Jesus, seemed to be a long way away? 
Have you lost your connection with God? Have 
there been events in your life that have caused 
you to feel God doesn’t care? No one is exempt 
in having trials and tribulations in our Christian 
walk.  However, just like my reconnection with 
long ago friends, you too can reconnect with 
your Heavenly Father. And when you do, it will 
mean so much more to you. A time to reflect that 
God wasn’t the one who left you, but you who 
left Him.  
 
If you need help to reconnect or renew your 
friendship with God and enjoy His promises of 
forgiveness, love, mercy, grace, and blessings, 
consider asking for a Stephen Minister. A 
Christian friend in whom you can confide your 
fears. A friend who can help with providing 
scripture and prayers to reconnect to God. He 
wants to hear from you again despite the time 
you’ve been away. 
 
Blessings to all, 
Patti Van Loo for the Stephen Ministry Team 
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CIRCLES: 

 

Dorcas/Mary-Martha Circle:                                                                                 
 Wednesday, April 15th @ 10:00 a.m. in the Parlor. 

 Chairperson: Georgia Beckwith 

Faith Circle:       
 Monday, April 2th @ 7:00 p.m. in the Parlor. 

 Chairperson: Patty Van Loo 

Grace Circle:        
 Thursday, April 9th @ 7:00 p.m. in the Café    

 Program:  Going to Maundy Church service 

 Chairpersons: Jan Clay and Diane Griffin 

Mary-Elizabeth Circle:       
 Thursday, April 23rd @ 700 pm 

 Program: Jennifer Beal’s for Bible Study 

 Chairperson: Laura Rockwell 

Ruth Circle:       
 Wednesday, April 25th @ 1:00 p.m. in the Parlor 

 Program: Prayer and Self Denial 

 Chairperson: Joyce Fyke 

 

All women of the church are invited to 

 attend any of the circle meetings. 





ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

• The Heath Ministry Team has 
provided hand sanitizers in every 
pew in both the sanctuary and 
chapel.  This is provided through 
a gift donation. 

 

 On Sunday, June 7th, we 
will join together as a church family 
to honor and celebrate the 
retirement of our pastor, Reverend 
George Lewis. We are currently 

working on making this a special day for him and his 
family. We need your help and support to make it 
happen! 

 Would you please consider contributing to 
help us defray the costs of celebration? We are also 
beginning to collect contributions towards a gift for 
Rev. Lewis. 

 If you are able to contribute towards the 
celebration and/or towards a gift, your donation(s) 
can be dropped off in the church office to either 
Jamie Rouster or Jennifer Rhodes.  You may also 
include the donation in your offering on a Sunday. 
Please indicate how you would like the donation to 
be used (celebration and/or gift). 

    Thanks for your continued support! 

 - Staff Parish Relations Committee - 

Pastor Scott Otis 
July 5, 2020 we will be welcoming new pastor 

Reverend Scott Otis and his wife Carrie Otis for 

their first Sunday at Howell First United 

Methodist Church.  

 

Pastor Scott Otis is coming to us from the 

Greater Southwest District - Edwardsburg: Hope 

UMC.  

 

• The Staff Parish 

Relations committee is 

asking for volunteers 

to help plan the retirement celebration for Rev. Lewis. This 

celebration will be held on June 7, 2020 (time TBD) at 

Howell FUMC.  We will be working and sharing expenses 

with Brighton FUMC to plan as event to celebrate Rev. 

Lewis and Rev. Dr. Sherry Parker-Lewis. As they begin this 

new chapter of their life together.  If you like planning 

events and are interest in helping, please contact Sherry 

Baker at sherrybaker@outlook.com or 820-620-2205 or 

Jeannine Pratt at jmpratt@sbcglobal.net.  Thank You.           

- Staff Parish Relations Committee 
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JOIN US FOR SUNDAY WORSHIP 

• 8:00 AM Piano-led worship in the Chapel 

• 9:00 AM Band-led worship in Fellowship Hall 

• 10:30 AM Choir-led worship in the Sanctuary 

 

 

WEBSITE 

www.howellfumc.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SUNDAY MORNINGS 

Morning Coffee & Fellowship Times 

• Coffee Time: 8:45 AM in the Parlor 

• Common Grounds: 8:30 AM - 9:00 AM &               

10:00 AM - 10:30 AM in the Café  

• Coffee Time: 11:30 AM in Fellowship Hall 

Faith Factory / Children’s Worship 

• 9:00 AM & 10:30 AM ages 3-11  Room 11 

Nursery 

• 9:00 AM & 10:30 AM ages 3-11  Room 11 

Youth Bible Study 

- 10:30 AM Middle & High School  Room 13-15 


