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As COVID-19 restrictions are easing everything seems to be coming back to life, but I am not 

sure I am. Just today someone asked me, “Why are you wearing that mask?” All I could say 

was, “I don’t know.” 

I have been vaccinated, fumigated and de-bugged in every way. I now have the government’s 

blessings to get back to nowmal and yet I have masks in my desk, house, cars and drawers. 

Somehow these last 15 months have changed me. My prayer has been that it would be for the 

better, but who knows? 

Nathan Kirkpatrick: Greeting Our Return When the Old is Gone and the New is Here, says “When we return, we will 

all be newcomers. As church buildings begin to reopen in larger numbers after a year of on-again, off-again COVID-19 

closures, our habits in these once-familiar spaces have been broken. What was instinctive and comfortable in March 

2020 in now, for many of us, just outside the realm of memory. How did we share life in these spaces? How did we get 

work done here?”  https://faithandleadership.com/nathan-kirkpatrick-greeting-our-return-when-old-gone-and-new-

here 

Yes, we will all be newcomers. My question has been long, “Where do we go from here?” Do we celebrate that we are 

newcomers or rail against it? And, who will be new? 

I am new to you; you are new to me so all of us are “newcomers”. When you are new you wonder - “How are things 

done around here?” And you haven’t a clue. When I ask others that question I often hear, “We used to do…” But it’s all 

new  - let’s just start again. 

Paul tells us if anyone is in Christ, he or she is a new creation the old has gone and the new has come. (2 Corinthians 

5:17) And so we are new… new to each other and new together. 

Everything has a beginning and that is true for Howell First United Methodist Church.  You may have been around for 

years. If that is so, you are “experienced beginners.” 

Our call as a church is to be a caring community growing in faith, hope and love. We care for two very important 

groups of people. First, for those who have been members but have become disconnected by COVID-19. And, second 

for those who we have yet to meet but who are looking for Jesus and connections to His followers. 

Since we are all newcomers our question for the remainder of 2021 needs to be, “How do we start again?” We only get 

to start once so we want to do it in such a way that we can reach out to old friends and make new friends at the same 

time. 

Inviting and welcoming are going to be the urgent needs in the days to come. One thing is for sure, new is fun, frighten-

ing and life-filled all at the same time. 

Let’s do this together, 

Pastor Scott 



In dedication to Wilson & Carolyn Henderson. 

 I requested from the family of Carolyn 
Henderson items that she may have collected 
over the years in regards to Stephen Ministry. 
After her passing in January, I felt a huge hole in 
my heart because she and her late spouse Wilson 
are the reason we have Stephen Ministry at 
Howell First United Methodist Church. Carolyn 
was a much better historian than I am. I knew she 
would have saved information that has helped fill 
the gaps of lost memories for me. 
 I have kept a fair amount of papers to 
read and reflect over from her two boxes of 
materials.  She kept so much, and I am grateful 
for her diligence. It is because of the Hendersons 
that my faith grew.  They were cheerleaders in 
my quest to become a Stephen Ministry leader 
and a minister to a select group of women over 
the past years. I never sought to be perfect as I 
knew that wasn’t possible. I trusted God to be the 
source of help to each of them. I love each of 
these women as sisters in Christ and I pray God 
will continue to be their source of strength 
throughout their life’s ongoing battle. I am not 
alone. I believe all Stephen Ministers have had 
their faith increased, their hope shared, the love 
of Christ expressed and know and trust that God 
cares for each person in a unique way. We listen, 
we care, we pray, we provide inspiration and we 
watch, waiting to see God’s love at work with 
each care receiver. 
 I’ve been writing monthly about Stephen 
Ministry for nearly two decades. I admit, I don’t 
recall much of what I have written. If I had 
known I would still be writing, I might have 
made an effort to keep the articles. I probably 
have repeated things. I value what I have learned 
through the training, the years of monthly 
gatherings, the time spent with teammates, and 
especially the vision of the Henderson couple. 
How blessed we were to have had them as 
dedicated members of our congregation.  
 As always, if you desire a Stephen 
Minister, please do not hesitate to call the church 
office and ask for a way to reach Tom or Marge 
Burkert or Pastor Scott Otis. We all wait to serve 
you. 
 
Counting our blessings as we 
serve God, 
 
Patti Van Loo    
 for the Stephen Ministry Team 

Thanks to those who contributed to 
the Gleaners ingathering on May 15. 
We turned in 228 pounds of food.  
The need is still very great.  Please 
remember to bring food for the box in 
the hall near door #7 OR add a 
contribution to your offering for 
Gleaners. 

Coralene & Basil Bloss 

STEPHEN MINISTRY 
Patti Van Loo 

Mission 

Update 

The Easter offering provided a 
donation of $2,651 to the Lighthouse 

organization at the Howell High 
School to support the training of the 
new therapy dog used in the school. 
Jennifer Beal and Marsha Gray were 
able to meet the students, dog Finn, 

and present them with the check. The 
other two recipients of Easter/Lenten 
offering were Henderson Settlement 

and Connection Youth Services, each 
receive approximately $2,600. 

 
- Marsha Gray 



For my Friends 
For my friends who have recently gotten their 
shot or who know they will get one soon, 

I’m happy for you. I can see how relieved you 

are and I’m so glad that this option is available! 

 

For my friends who aren’t sure they will get one 

just yet, or maybe ever, or already know that 

they never will, I want to throw some love and 

respect your way too.  The wonderful thing 

about informed consent is that two people with 

the same information can make two completely 

different choices and neither of them is right or 

wrong.  There are benefits and risks to every 

medical procedure. Doing the “right thing” 

means you’ve weighed the risks and benefits for 

yourself, and are making an informed decision! 

The only wrong decision in my opinion, is made 

purely out of fear, social pressure or emotional 

reactivity. 

What’s right for one person, may be wrong for 

the other both, on an intuitive and biological 

level. We're all doing the best we can with the 

information and we have been given, so can this 

just be a gentle reminder FOR ALL to please 

respect each other and be mindful of the message 

we put out there making others “wrong”? 

Remember, this information is also part of one’s 

personal health information and you as an 

individual have the right to not answer when 

asked whether you choose to get it or not!  So, 

whether you choose to have a shot or not, you 

are okay in my books, and I respect YOUR 

DECISION!    

 *Forwarded by a friend in Howell FUMC -   

Found floating around on Facebook, author unknown 

Hymn Sing in a Car! 

 Join us on the first Wednesday of every 

month this summer at 6:30 p.m. until 7:30 p.m. for 

an outdoor hymn sing. Music will be available 

though your car’s FM radio, so you may stay in 

your car or sit beside it in your favorite lawn chair.  

If you would like to join in the singing, we will have 

hymnals available for use. The events are hosted by 

our very own choir director, Jan Clay.  

 We will take a few requests each event. All 

three are RAIN OR SHINE! We hope you invite 

your family and friends and come enjoy yourself. 

*June’s event will be followed by an ice cream      

social. (free-will donation accepted). 

The Chancel Choir plans to begin rehearsing 

again in the fall. We know how much we have 

missed them in our sanctuary services. This may 

be the year YOU want to join this group as they 

come together again! 

 The first rehearsal is scheduled for 

Wednesday, August 25 at 7:15 p.m. The choir 

meets in the choir room just inside door #7 across 

the hall from the fellowship hall. The nursery will 

be open for children age birth to 3 years old and 

BLAST is available for children to 5th grade         

beginning in September. There is no audition, no 

prior   experience is needed, just come and sing! 

We have a robe waiting for you! 

Notes  from the Loft 



Preschool  
 
I would like tp personally thank all the members of First United Methodist 
Church for your support this year.  Your flexibility and understanding of 
our preschoolers is so appreciated. You welcoming smiles and compassion 

in understanding of our heightened mask requirements, space needed and our schedule, 
made this year so much easier, especially for me as a teacher. An extra special thank you to 
Ms. Olive for all her support, and taking the time each week to teach our littlest friends 
about God’s love for us. To Pastor Scott and Ms. Carrie, thanks for spending some time 
with us. Thank you to Ms. Diane for our Monthly exercise class, working our bodies is just 
as important as working our minds! To Ms. Jenn (Rhodes) for keeping everything so 
organized so that we were able to be successful in navigating our needs with church 
functions. To Mr. Dennis, thank you for being our go-to man and fixing things and keeping 
our classroom so clean that our students stayed healthy all school year. Thank you, thank 
you, thank you! It has been an amazing school year; you are all truly appreciated and I look 
forward to returning next fall! 
  All my appreciation, 
  Jennifer Beres (Ms. Jenn) 

 Henderson Settlement is excited to introduce Pastor John Newman as the next Executive Director serving 

our organization.  The Board of Directors has prayerfully awaited God’s next chosen candidate for this posi-

tion.  Following a three-year search, involving interviews with more than 80 potential candidates, John has now accepted the role and 

will begin leading the Settlement effective June 7th, 2021.  

Inbound Executive Director 

Hello everyone! Lisa and I are so hopeful and prayerful in the opportunity to continue loving 

God and loving others at Henderson Settlement.  Henderson Settlement has a strong history in 

helping the whole person: physically, emotionally, and spiritually. This is why we have fallen in 

love with everything about Henderson Settlement. I look so forward in God's purpose continu-

ing, one relationship at a time, to bring everyone closer to understanding how much God loves 

them. I will do everything I possibly can to honor God with the working of His Sweet Spirit to 

love people with the love of Jesus Christ!  

 

Out-going Executive Director 

It has been a privilege and a blessing to serve as Executive Director of this outstanding organi-

zation.  As such, I’ve continually experienced the heart and dedication of our talented 

staff.  I’ve come to know both community members and volunteer visitors as friends and fellow 

servants of Christ.  I’ve also experienced tremendous spiritual growth in the past three years, 

as God has led us through some truly significant challenges, while continually demonstrating 

His grace, His provision, His faithfulness, and His love.  I very much look forward to seeing what 

He has in store for us in this next chapter of service, with John’s leadership. 

I pray that He will bless us all through His continued, and ever-stronger Presence in each of our 

lives! 

   

Executive Director Transition 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 



 According to Assemblo.com (a marketing 

blog), “studies have shown that  people need to 

see a message at least seven times before it sinks 

in. It supports the notion that people learn, and 

therefore remember, by repetition.” Based on this 

quote, Howell FUMC is doing a pretty good job 

of getting the word out! Here are at least nine ways your communications coordinator sends you information: 

• Social Media: Facebook -  https://www.facebook.com/HowellFUMC Instagram - https://
www.instagram.com/fumchowell/ 

•  Website: https://www.howellfumc.com/ 

• Scrolling screens in building hallways and Café area 

• Weekend emails (Mailchimp subscriptions) 

• Prayer chain emails 

• Sunday pre-service scrolling announcements (9:00 and 10:30 AM services) 

• Sunday Worship Folders / Flyers (all three services) 

• Bell Ringer (newsletter) either monthly or seasonal: delivered via USPS, electronically, or printed in the 
building.  

• Direct mail (as needed) 

  You can also receive the Pastor’s daily message’s on Facebook or our website, leaders contacting their 

group members via phone, text, email or USPS, and Sunday announcements. 

 Covid-19 “brain fog” is a real thing. We have not had appointments, regular schedules or even much to 

truly remember for nearly 18 months! It is going to take some time to get back in the swing of things and to     

remember to put important events in our schedules. Here are some things that may help us all adjust: 

1. Remember that Sunday announcements are SHORT by design. Sunday morning hosts will only announce 

events that are missional, open to everyone and guest-friendly! 

2. If you attend the 8:00 a.m. service or arrive late for the 9:00 a.m. service and miss the scrolling announce-

ments, feel free to stop into the fellowship hall at 9:00 a.m., the narthex at 10:30 a.m. or any hallway, and sit 

through a cycle of morning announcement slides. 

3. Arrange to meet a friend at the FUMC Café for a drink and sit where you can watch a cycle or two of the 

slides on the tvs. 

4. Re-watch the services online, even if just for the announcements. 

5. Ask to be placed on the Bell Ringer and/or Prayer chain email lists. 

6. Don’t have email? Find a friend who does and see suggestion #3 above. 

7. If you are in charge of a group within the congregation, arrange to call/email/text/fax or carrier pigeon        

reminders to all the members of your group. 

8. Adopt one of our shut-ins or families who do not have computers and give them a call or stop by their homes 

on occasion. Share church events and activities with them. Repetition is a great way to memorize. You have 

to know the schedule in order to share it with someone else! 

9. Visit our website every Saturday.  The website is updated on Friday with the latest schedules! The calendar 

and slides are the most current on Friday evenings  or Saturdays. 

10. After you have attempted all of the above and you still don’t know what’s going on, you may call me. We can 

have a coffee, visit and go through the events together! I will gladly listen to all complaints after all attempts 

have been successfully made.  

        Blessings, Jenn     



Mission Priorities for UMW 2021-2024 

“The United Methodist Women have chosen two mission 
priorities for 2021-2024: climate justice and criminalization of 
communities of color and mass incarceration, with particular 
focus on the Just Energy for All and Interrupting the School-to-
Prison Pipeline Campaigns. More information is available on the 
UMW website and in the Jan/Feb issue of Response magazine.” 

 

https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/ 

https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/focus-issues 

https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/response 

 

-Shaila Jehle 

Upcoming Events: 

Spring General Meeting: Monday, June 14, 2021 at 7:00 PM , outside in the parking lot of Howell 

FUMC. Please bring your chairs.  As this is also Flag Day, please wear red, white and blue and if possible, 

wear a hat. Special activities are being planned. Light refreshments will be served. Since this is our first 

event of the year I sincerely hope that many of you will be able to attend. 

Communion Breakfast: Saturday, August 7, 2021 at 10:00 AM in the courtyard of Howell FUMC. 

*Please note change of time from previous years.  Grace Circle will provide the wonderful service and 

breakfast. 

Mission U events: A flyer is on the bulletin board across from the office regarding the upcoming Mission 

U events. These will be virtual again this year. You will need to register, however they are free. 

 

Circles: Please check with 

your Circle chair for any 

events over the summer 

months. 









Upcoming Message Series 

Join Us Every Sunday! 

8am - Chapel |  9am - Fellowship Hall & online  |  10:30am - Sanctuary & online 








