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A few years back I heard the phrase, "thin spaces." That phrase 

means a space between heaven and earth where our separation 

from God is especially thin. In certain Christian  circles it is described 

as a place where people experience God with more intimacy and 

immediacy. In thin spaces we are jolted out of old ways of experienc-

ing this world. Here the distance between heaven and earth collapses and we're able to see a glimpse of 

God. 

These spaces may not be grandiose spiritual breakthroughs but they distort life as we know it, confuse out 

minds and unmask us. Thin spaces change us for the better. 

Why isn't the whole world thin? 

Perhaps it's because we are too thick to recognize God everywhere.  We need to become aware of His 

presence. Jesus was the ultimate thin space. As He moved about, God was exceptionally present.  God 

wants each of us to have many thin spaces. What is that place for you? When was the last time you went to 

your thin space? 

Since sin’s entrance into this world, the separation between God and His people has been very wide. On 

Good Friday, it appears, Jesus is gone for good. In a couple of short days Easter comes and everything 

changes. Suddenly Jesus could be present everywhere and create non-stop thin spaces. Easter Sunday is a 

thin space. Clearly nothing could take Him out of our orbit. As COVID 19 goes on, can you find this horren-

dous year to be a thin space? 

God wants every Christ follower to be a thin space for someone else. We have just the opportunity for you! 

On Easter Sunday, April 4th, I would love to see all of you together in the same place. I would just like to for-

get COVID 19. Jesus is Alive! Actually, we can be together through Facebook Live, on our web page and 

in person. I don’t need to tell anyone that this last year has been more a drag than a thin space. 

Anxious for Nothing 

On Easter we proclaim the most cosmic thin space of all times. Though life is tough we can move forward. 

This Easter we begin a new month-long message series on anxiety. This series reminds us that despite the 

uncertainty of the world and the pressure we place on ourselves, Scripture directs us to release that anxiety 

to God. We don’t need to bury the anxiety but to give it to the Risen One. When we do, we don’t have to lie 

awake at night. Our shortness of breath can be replaced by life-giving rest. We can feel a peace that goes 

beyond all understanding. We will be challenged to be open about our insecurities and recognize that we all 

suffer from them. 

This Easter I have several challenges for you: 

• Participate in Easter worship in some form wherever you might be. 

• Invite a friend or family member to join us virtually or in person service. 

• Pray that Easter will be an especially thin space this year. 
Give to our Easter offering in a way that helps you celebrate. 

If you know someone who is anxious and desperate to find a thin space bring them along with you this  

Easter!          Pastor Scott  



Palm Sunday Worship: 8am - Chapel / 9am - Fellowship 

Hall / 10:30am - Sanctuary 
 
Maundy Thursday: Worship at 7:00pm - Sanctuary 
 
Good Friday: Self guided prayer tour in Chapel open 
12:00pm-3:00pm 

 

Easter Sunday:  
8am - Sanctuary | 9am - Fellowship 

Hall | 10:30am - Sanctuary 

Gleaners 

  We have made one delivery of 104# to              

Gleaners so far this year.  Thank you for your 

support.  The need is very great with all the           

consequences of the Covid Pandemic.  Please 

bring your donations to the box in the hallway by 

Lawson Hall OR add a  financial contribution for 

Gleaners to your offering.  Your help is greatly 

appreciated. New option is to make a donation 

via the online giving that will be designated           

directly to Gleaners through our website. 

    Basil Bloss,  Deliveries to Gleaners 
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Hello everyone! I hope that many of you 

have been able to get your Covid-19             

vaccine. I found it frustrating at times trying to get an          

appointment. Our circles are slowly attempting to get          

together in a safe manner. We are noticing some church 

activities returning as well. There is HOPE. Please stay 

safe and come back to church when you feel it is right for 

you. We miss you all! 

`Janet Adams, UMW President 

Spring General Meeting 

The executive board has been looking at different dated as 

to when we thought it would be safe to hold the Spring 

General Meeting.  It has been decided the meeting will be 

June 14, 2021 at 7:00 PM outdoors at the church.  Every-

one is to bring their own chairs.  There will be no meeting 

this will be a social event to catch up with everyone. More 

information to follow. 

CIRCLES: 

Dorcas/Mary-Martha: no meetings at this time 

Faith: no meeting in April 

Grace: Thursday, April 8th at 7:00 PM in the Parlor. 

Mary-Elizabeth: Thursday, April 22 at 7:00 PM - TBD 

Ruth: Wednesday, April 21 at 1:00 PM outside at the church. To be 

located in the NW corner of the parking lot under the trees. This will 

be a social time for those comfortable. Please bring your own chair.  

To my church family - 

I sincerely want to thank everyone for your prayers, 

the many cards, phone calls and visits. It certainly 

proves the power of prayer.  Thanks to ALL! 

Blessings, 

Judy White 



Stephen Ministry 

  It’s been over a year now since we’ve heard the daily use of the word ‘pandemic’. It was a word we 

had heard referenced before, but then we found ourselves overwhelmed by the word and it has effect-

ed us all differently. 

 

I read recently about a condition referring to what some call pandemic fatigue. I can’t think of anyone 

who is not possibly experiencing this. Fear, devastation, loss, loneliness, multiple changes in our so-

cial life, schools....well, there isn’t any aspects of our lives that haven’t been touched and there are so 

many who have experienced more devastation than others.  Where do we go? Who do we trust? How 

do we react?  Where can we find hope? How can we rid ourselves of so much fear? What would God 

have us do? 

 

Psalm 9: 9-10. The Lord is a refuge for the oppressed, a stronghold in times of trouble.  

Psalm 34:10b. Those who seek the Lord lack no good thing.  

2 Corinthians 5:7. For we walk by faith, not by sight.  

And you know that there are multiple scriptures that tell us, God does not want us to lose hope; we 

should not live in fear; He is our strength and shield. 

 

I have not escaped the horror of what this pandemic can do. I lost my big brother, Larry. Isolation, dis-

tance, fear, and worry could have and tried to take over my thoughts. However, I held tightly to hope, 

and placed my full trust in the God I love. I had to relinquish my attempts to try to control the outcome. 

I could only pray, give it all to God, my Savior, and believe  that God remains in control. I know I’m not 

alone. I was and am so grateful for the support I received from friends and extended family who 

prayed with me and for me, who offered words of encouragement, who sent words of sympathy, and 

provided scripture to help ease me through that difficult time. 

 

That is what a Stephen Minister does. Don’t deny yourself the help of a Christian friend should you 

find yourself struggling during these difficult days. Seek God’s healing power and hope. Don’t face dif-

ficult times alone. 

 

May God’s love for His children be evident in your lives, now and in the days ahead. 

Patti Van Loo for the Stephen Ministry Team of Howell FUMC 










